SALUTATION AND INTRODUCTION
(Romans 1:1-16)



Paul had not yet been to Rome when this letter was written. His salutation is somewhat elaborate than in other letters which he addressed to the churches where he was personally known. This has value for us, since we are given a more extensive written account of Paul’s life and activities than we might otherwise have had. Also, he must be more explicit about his beliefs and teaching in this letter, for the Romans have not heard him. Preach. Consequently, these opening verses are significantly valuable in giving us certain insights into the nature of apostolic life and times. We will consider this section under the following headings:



1. THE SERVANT



2. THE SAVIOR



3. THE SAINTS.


1. THE SERVANT PAUL



Remember, this is a letter. It is not a systematic listing of the nature and qualifications of an Apostle. 
However, as Paul speaks of himself in addressing the Romans, we are provided with 
a verbal portrait that 
is most informative.



A) A SERVANT – “Paul, a SERVANT of Jesus Christ” (vs. 1).



Slavery was a part of the social order of Paul’s day. A slave was one who was under absolute control of his master. His master owned him. Paul used this fact of life to indicate his relationship to his master, Jesus Christ.


Furthermore, in Old Testament time, there were laws governing the master-slave relationship. A slave under law was to be released at the end of seven years. However, if he had grown to love his master, he could then choose to stay with him forever and be his master’s “love-slave.” When this choice was made, the Bible tells us that “his master shall bring him unto the judged, and shall bring him to the door, or unto the door-post; for his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall SERVE HIM FOREVER” (Ex. 21:6). The pierced ear probably meant that he would give loving and absolute obedience to his master’s voice. Paul was such a love-slave.

The Greek word for slave is “doulos.” It is the word which is used to describe the great men of God in the Old Testament. Moses was the servant or slave of the Lord (Josh. 1:2) as were many others. It was a high honor for one to be a king’s slave. What an honor to be the slave of King Jesus!



B) AN APOSTLE – “Called to be an APOSTLE” (vs. 1).


The word “called” means “chosen or appointed.” When God had arrested Paul on the Damascus road, He had made known to him that he was “a CHOSEN vessel unto me to bear My name” (Acts 9:15). An “apostle” is “an envoy, missionary, and an immediate delegate from the Lord, one sent to execute a commission.” Paul knew he had been “called” and he knew what he had been called to be. Do we? He was “an apostle by divine election, and a servant by personal devotion.”


C) SEPARATED – “Separated unto the Gospel” (Vs. 1).

This very word is used twice of Paul. He was “SEPARATED from his mother’s womb” in the PURPOSE of God (Gal. 1:15); and SEPARATED unto the work” in the PROGRAM of God (Acts 13:2). The word means, “t designate, to mark out by fixed limits, to bound, as a field,” Paul was set apart, or isolated from all ever ruling aims.” The Gospel was his “field.”


(D) RECIPIENT – “By Whom we have RECEIVED grace and apostleship (Vs. 5).


Paul had received two things. He had received a “grace” for SALVATION, and salvation and a divinely appointed place of service. Grace always precedes service. God never gives us work to do without first enabling us for the assignment.



(E) THANKFUL – “I thank MY God . . . for you all” (Vs. 8).

Paul thanked God for the Christian community in general. We have all experienced that sense of gratitude to God for the wonderful fellowship of believers. Paul, however, is also specific. He mentions the fact that the faith of the Roman Christians is “spoken of throughout the whole world.” It is to be observed in all of Paul’s writings, that he gives thanks for all the good he knows of his brethren. It seems so characteristic of men to be more often critical than complimentary. Wherever possible Paul expressed praise and wherever necessary he addressed censure.


(F) SINCERE – “I serve WITH MY SPIRIT in the Gospel of His Son” (Vs. 9).

The word “serve” indicates a service of worship. Worship is basic to all Christian service. Paul’s service “in the Gospel” was “with his Spirit. It was done with his whole heart, not external service only, but internal, real and sincere.



(G) PRAYERFUL – “Without ceasing I made mention of you always in my prayers.” (Vs. 9)


Paul made a practice of systematically praying for “all saints. Since no one could know for sure that Paul was sincere or that he prayed unceasingly, he calls God to witness. He takes the solemn position of declaring that God knows he is telling the truth, both about his service in the Gospel and his prayer life.


(H) SUBMITTING – “If by any means I might have a prosperous journey BY THE WILL OF 




        GOD to come unto you” (Vs. 10).


He was submissive to “the will of God” in matters of circumstance. Whether his trip to Rome was “prosperous” or not depends on one’s point of view. It certainly was rough and physically distressing. None of these things moved Paul in his commitment to his Master.





“So God grants prayers, but in His love,





Makes ways and times His own.”



(I) IMPARTING – “That I may IMPART unto you some spiritual gift” (Vs. 11).

God’s servant must be an “Imparter.” He is called to dispense the good gifts of God. Not to gain popularity, prestige, or material wealth, but rather to give. Spiritual gifts, as in I Cor. 12 are doubtless intended, as well as all other spiritual supplies the apostle may be able to impart.


(J) SHARING – “That I may be comforted TOGETHER WITH YOU by the mutual faith of 




                             both you and me” (vs.12).

Paul wasn’t above receiving from his fellow Christians. As an apostle, he had a rich deposit of truth and inspiration and could offer a great deal to his brethren, he was still a member of “the body” and needed the nourishment and strength that other “members” could minister to him. No servant of God can function without the mutual sharing of the Christian life supply that is ministered not just through the many.



(K) EAGER – “Often times I purposed to come unto you, that I might have some fruit among you” 



         (Vs. 13).


Paul was never reluctant to minister for any reasons of laziness or indifference. He often wanted to get to Rome and share with them the good things of God, but various other demands had thus far hindered. It was not from lack of eagerness that he had not come to them.


(L) INDEBTED – “I am a DEBTOR” (Vs. 14.)


Lee has pointed out that Paul was a threefold debtor. He owned –




a) The debt of a trustee. If someone is entrusted with a sum of money for you, the moment they take possession of the sum, they become your debtor. God had entrusted the Gospel to Paul for a perishing world.




b) The debt of an ambassador. An ambassador, entrusted with an important message to a foreign state, is in debt to that state until he has delivered that 
message. We are the ambassadors of Christ, entrusted by Him with an important for lost man.



c) The debt of a brother. We owe our fellow-man assistance if we see him in need. This is a recognized law. Paul knew men were in desperate need. We must warn them and assist them out of their peril.


(M) PREPARED – “I AM READY to preach the Gospel” (Vs. 15).


It is not enough to acknowledge indebtedness. There must be a readiness to pay. Paul recognized his debt and was prepared to pay.


N) BOASTING – “I AM NOT ASHAMED of the Gospel of Christ” (vs. 16).



Dr. Moffatt translates this in the positive – “I am PROUD OF THE GOSPEL.” Paul was humble about himself but proud of his product. He would bring a “power” to the capital of the most powerful nation in the world about which they knew nothing. He had a superior product and he was justly proud of it.


2. THE SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST

    We have pointed out that Paul was a love-slave of Jesus Christ. “In a Roman household, one slave would water the garden, another keep accounts, another in the 
library would do skilled literary work; yet all equally would be ‘not their own, but bought a price.’ “As a love-slave in the Divine household, Paul was assigned a task; he was “separated unto the Gospel of God” which Gospel was “concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Since everything Paul is going to say in his epistle concerning men’s salvation has to do with Jesus Christ, the love-slave wants us to know who his Master is.

(A) HIS DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER – “His Son.”



The word “son” is used of angels, Adam, Israel and Christians, but never in the sense in which it is used of Jesus Christ. He is “the only begotten son.” In the mystery of the Divine Being, He who “was made flesh and dwelt among us” showing forth “the glory as of the only begotten of the Father” . . . “was with God, and was God” (John 1:14). That this wonderful One was coming had been the burden of the prophets “in the holy Scriptures” from the beginning (Vs.2). THE Son of God has come into the world “for us men and for our salvation.”

(B) HIS UNIQUE NATURE – “Jesus Christ.”


Jesus was the personal name of “the Son” and particularly designates Him as a man. “Christ” refers to Him as the divine one promised in the Scriptures, Who should affect deliverance. He is both God and man. “This selfsame one is perfect both in deity and also in human-ness; this selfsame one is also actually God and man, with a rational soul and a body. He is of the same reality as God as far as His deity is concerned and of the same reality as we ourselves as far as His human-ness is concerned; thus like us in ALL respects, sin only excepted.” (Definition of Chalcedon-451).

(C) HIS SUPREME AUTHORITY – “LORD.”



“Jesus Christ is Lord!” “He has “all power in heaven and in earth.” “He is Lord of ALL!” 
(Acts 10:36). He who is God and became man is now the reigning God-man.

(D) HIS IDENTIFIED HUMANITY – “Of the seed of David according to the flesh.”



The record of Christian thought indicates that men have not always been careful to maintain the balance of truth concerning the nature of Jesus Christ. Some have made him so divine that He no longer appears human; while others have made Him so human He has been deprived of His deity. Both emphases are wrong.
The uniqueness of His nature is seen in the words “according to the flesh.” Had He been only a man these words would have been unnecessary. They show that He is human and His humanity can be identified as being “of the seed of David.” “He is man of very man and God of very God!” “The distinctiveness of each nature is not nullified by the union. Instead, the ‘properties’ of each nature are conserved and both natures concur in one ‘person’.”

(E) HIS TRIUMPHANT ACT – “THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.”



“Christ is risen indeed! All that Jesus Christ had accomplished in His life and death was sealed as successful by the resurrection. Death could not hold Him; Jesus had met the demands of law through breaking “the strength of sin” and destroying the power of death (I Cor. 15:56). Death is the last enemy (1 Cor. 15:26). If Jesus mastered “the last enemy” He can handle all the lesser ones. His resurrection declares Him to be in charge of the universe!

(F) HIS ESTABLISHED POSITION – “Declared (constituted, established) to be the Son of God with 
 
      power.”


“With power”are the key words here. There was no question of Christ’s sonship before the resurrection. He was the Son in humiliation and subjection to the cross. With the resurrection he was “established” as the Son “with power.” He now assumed a new position as the occupant of the throne of the universe with “all power in heaven and in earth.

(G) HIS MORAL RIGHT – “. . . according to the spirit of holiness.”


The power of death is found in sin. Christ “did no sin.” Death could not hold Him because of what He was. He was sinless and completely holy. Because of this He was an adequate sacrifice for our sins and bore them successfully on the cross. Having met the demands of God against us concerning sin, and having no sin of His own, death could not hold this “Holy One.”

3. THE SAINTS



Those to whom Paul addressed his letter are called “saints.” They are the products of the Gospel which he preaches. Since we have heard and believe the same Gospel, we too are “saints” and interested in knowing how we are described:


1) “CALLED OF JESUS CHRIST” (v. 6)




God “calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.” The Bible indicates two things in connection with “calling” - : an outward solicitation by preaching, and an inward and simultaneous drawing by the Holy Spirit.” Christians are “them who are THE CALLED according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). “Whom he CALLED, them he also justified” (Rom. 8:30).



2) “BELOVED OF GOD” (Vs. 7).




All men are loved by God and His love is offered to them in the Gospel. However, those who respond to the Gospel become members of God’s family, and as such, become “accepted in the Beloved” and are loved with that family affection which God bestows on His “beloved Son” – Jesus Christ.
 

3) “CALLED SAINTS” (Vs. 7). 



Just as Paul was “called” and gifted to be an apostle, so believers are “called” and enabled to be saints. We are holy “in Christ” and holy “THROUGH Christ.”



4) “GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE (Vs. 7)



Note the order. Peace is the product of grace. Christians “have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). Through the blood of Jesus Christ peace has been made and when one receives Christ there is reconciliation with God. There is no real peace apart from this reconciliation through grace.
EVALUATION OF THE EPISTLE OF NOTABLE SERVANTS OF GOD


“Hearing read, as I do continually, the Epistles of the blessed Paul . . . I delight in the enjoyment of his spiritual trumpet, and my heart leaps up, and my longings set me glowing, as I recognize the voice so dear to me, and to see him in discourse. But I MOURN AND AM DISTRESSED, BECAUSE ALL DO NOT KNOW THIS MAN AS THEY SHOULD KNOW HIM….It is from hence our myriad evils spring – from our ignorance of the Scriptures. Hence grows this epidemic of our heresies; hence our unfruitful toil.”
- Chrysostom (4th Century).


“Forasmuch as this Epistle to the Romans is a light and way unto the whole Scriptures, I think it meet that every Christian man not only know it, by rote and without any book, but also exercise himself therein ever-more continually, as with the daily run of the soul. The more it is chewed, the pleasanter it is, and the more it is searched, the more precious things lies hid therein.”
Martin Luther – (Translation by Wm. Tyndale)

